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yet the hereditary peers must still give their consent to every
law which passes. Their sons and cousins form a majority
in the House of Commons, and even philosophic Eadicals
doubt if the character of the House would be improved without
men there whose position in society is secured, and who can 5
therefore afford to be patriotic. How long a privileged order
will hold its ground against the tendencies of the age depends
upon itself, and upon the objects which it places before itself.
If those who are within the lines retain, on the whole, a
superior tone to those outside, and if access to the patrician 10
order is limited to men who have earned admission there by real
merit, the Upper House will be left in spite of ballot and uni-
versal suffrage, or perhaps by means of them, for generations
to come. But the outlook is not without its ugly features,
and should anything happen to stir the passions of the people 15
as they were stirred half a century ago, the English peerage
would scarcely live through another storm.
Whatever future may be in store for them, the past at any
rate is their own, and they are honourably proud of it. The
Eoman preserved in his palace the ashes of his titled ancestors, 20
and exhibited their images in his saloons. The English noble
hangs the armour whijch was worn at Flodden or at Grecy in
his ancestral hall. The trophies and relics of generations are
among the treasures of his family. The stately portraits of his
sires look down upon him from the walls of his dining-room. 25
When he dies his desire is, like the prayer of the Hebrews,
to be buried in the sepulchre of his fathers. There only is
the fitting and peaceful close of a life honourably spent.
There the first founder of the family and his descendants rest
side by side, after time has ceased for each of them, to be re- 30
membered together by the curious who spell through their
epitaphs, and to dissolve themselves into common dust. Oc-
casionally, as a more emphatic memorial, the mausoleum be-
comes a mortsiary chapel attached to some parish church or
cathedral, The original purpose was of course that a priest, 35